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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MPA)
The School of Public Policy offers a graduate program leading to a
Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.). The M.P.A program provides
students with a dynamic and integrated approach to the field of public
management. It prepares students for leadership positions in the public,
nonprofit and private sectors. It is accredited by the Network of Schools
of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA). A Fast-Track to
the M.P.A. program is also available to currently enrolled University of
Connecticut undergraduate students; this program enables students
to take graduate level courses while completing their undergraduate
degree. Fast-Track students can take enough credits as an undergraduate
student to complete the M.P.A. degree in one year. Up to 12 credits of
approved graduate coursework included on the student’s undergraduate
plan of study can also be used toward the master’s degree as part of the
Fast-Track.

Location
• Hartford Campus

Modality
• In Person

Master of Public Administration
Requirements
The M.P.A. degree is comprised of 42 credits. These credits include
24 credits of core coursework (eight courses), 12 credits of electives
(four courses), six credits of internship and a zero credit professional
development course.

Master of Public Administration Fellows Track
The Fellows track within the M.P.A. degree program is designed
specifically to develop sophisticated and conscientious managers
who have the needed skills and competencies to be effective leaders.
Individuals in public, nonprofit or private sector organizations with at
least three years of professional experience are eligible for the Fellows
program. Students earn an M.P.A. degree. The Fellows track of the M.P.A.
program consists of 36 credits: eight core M.P.A. courses (24 credits),
elective credits (12 credits), and a capstone portfolio (zero credit). The
M.P.A. program’s internship requirement and the required zero credit
professional development course are waived for M.P.A. Fellows.

Master of Public Administration Required Core Courses
Course Title Credits
PP 5340 Introduction to Public Policy and

Management
3

PP 5345 Project Management in the Public Sector 3
PP 5361 Theory and Management of Public Service

Organizations
3

PP 5364 Public Finance and Budgeting 3
PP 5365 Human Resource Management 3
PP 5370 Applied Research Design 3
PP 5375 Economic Analysis for Public Policy and

Management
3

PP 5376 Applied Quantitative Methods 3

Total Credits 24

Electives
Students complete 12 credits of electives in areas that support their
career goals.

Internship
Six credits of PP 5390 Supervised Internship.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand organizational structures, processes and behaviors.

Familiarity with interorganizational collaboration. Understanding
leadership styles and techniques. Ability to manage financial and
human resources of an organization.

2. Understand the policy making process; its goals and actors. The
ability to conduct and evaluate policy research and communicate
research results. Facility in framing policy problems and applying
economic analysis. The ability to recognize and respond to the ethical
dimensions of public problems.

3. Make the best possible decisions in policy and management settings.
This includes the ability to select and use methodologies appropriate
to support research objectives. Knowledge of how to employ a
variety of data analysis techniques. Ability to analyze, describe and
communicate the results of data analysis.

4. Understand the unique responsibilities and dilemmas of public
service professionals. Ability to apply ethical and public service
values to policy and management decisions. Capacity to contribute to
the profession writ large.

5. Understand the concepts, skills, and procedures for managing and
leading a diverse workforce and creating an inclusive workplace
climate. Capacity to interact with a variety of individuals as a
leader, through supervision, negotiation and mediation. Ability to
act ethically in a diverse workplace. Appreciation of citizen roles in
decision making.

Accelerated Public Policy MPA
The Accelerated (formerly Fast-Track) Master’s in Public Administration
(MPA) is designed for UConn undergraduates who want to complete their
MPA in 5 years. Up to 12 credits of the required graduate coursework
taken while the student is an undergraduate may be used toward both the
undergraduate and MPA plans of study. Undergraduate students apply
for the accelerated track by the end of their sophomore or junior year and
then apply to the MPA program during their senior year.


